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ADMISSIONS
Prospective Applicants
An online Application for Graduate Admission must be filed with Graduate
Studies for students who:

• Desire a graduate degree or graduate certificate

• Desire graduate credit for renewal of a teaching certificate or
professional development

• Desire to transfer graduate credit to another university

• Desire to fulfill prerequisites for a future degree-seeking program

• Students who wish to change programs must complete a new graduate
application and submit a non-refundable graduate application fee
and other required documents. Admission to a new program is not
automatically granted.

• Students applying for a second master’s degree, graduate certificate,
or taking additional graduate courses must complete a new graduate
application and submit a non-refundable application fee and other
required documents.

• While it is possible to receive master’s degrees in various
disciplines, individuals cannot apply or be admitted into a program
for which a degree has already been awarded. UNO is unable to
confer a degree for the same program multiple times. Additionally,
federal financial aid regulations prohibit a student from receiving
aid if they are in a program that does not lead to a degree.

Special Note:

• All students must complete a graduate application in order to
receive graduate credit for any graduate-level courses taken at
UNO. Special permission is required for UNO junior-or senior-level
undergraduate students to register for graduate courses. Additionally,
students admitted to graduate programs at other University of
Nebraska campuses may complete the intercampus registration
form. For additional information, please see Enrollment (http://
catalog.unomaha.edu/graduate/enrollment/). 

Application Process
• The Application for Graduate Admission must be completed online. The

online application will specify all of the required documentation for the
specific program prior to the program application deadline. 

• A non-refundable application fee is required for all applications. This
includes undergraduates within the University of Nebraska system,
and students who have been previously admitted as graduate students
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of Nebraska at
Kearney, or the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  

• The application fee will be waived for:
• McNair Scholars who provide the McNair Certification of

Participation form

• Undergraduate Pell Grant recipients who provide their
current Student Aid Report (SAR)

• AmeriCorps with Certification of Service Letter if service
is completed, or official documentation of current service
start date and expected end date

• Military and Veteran Applicants: The application fee
is waived for all military and veteran applicants and
dependents with proof of military status. Please provide
one of the following documents as proof of military status:

• Military orders

• Notice of Basic Eligibility (NOBE)

• DD214

• All military includes: Active Duty, Guard, Reserve, and
Veterans

Transcripts
• To expedite the processing of the graduate application, unofficial

transcripts/course-by-course transcript evaluations and exam scores
can be uploaded to the application. If offered admission, official
transcripts/course-by-course transcript evaluations and exam scores are
required prior to enrolling in courses. 

• International transcripts: More information available here
(https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/
how-to-apply-international.php).

Readmission to Graduate Studies
A student who has not been enrolled as a graduate student at UNO for
four years or more must apply as a new graduate student and submit the
graduate application, the required non-refundable application fee, and all
other required credentials. Applicants cannot apply to the same degree/
certificate program once the degree/certificate has been awarded.

Choice of Catalog Policy
The catalog year (requirement term) is what ties a student to the curriculum
they are required to follow and determines the contract of degree
requirements a student must fulfill to graduate. The catalog year defaults
to the semester the student is admitted to their degree program; however,
students are eligible to change to a more recent catalog year if it is to
their benefit and approved by their graduate program chair. By changing
catalogs, a student is responsible for fulfilling all of the graduation
requirements in their newly chosen catalog year. A student may request a
change in their catalog year by contacting the graduate program chair and/
or advisor. If the request is supported, the graduate program chair and/
or advisor must notify the Office of Graduate Studies via the degree audit
system.

If a student’s program has become discontinued due to non-enrollment,
they will complete requirements based upon the academic year they are
readmitted.

Simultaneous Matriculation
Normally, no graduate student may be a degree-seeking student in more
than one graduate program at the University of Nebraska, unless enrolled
in an approved dual-degree program. Any exceptions must have prior
approval of every graduate program committee and every campus dean
for Graduate Studies through which the programs are administratively
assigned. When there is approved simultaneous matriculation, the same
course credit will not be accepted for more than one degree without prior
approval of every graduate program committee and every campus dean
for Graduate Studies through which the programs are administratively
assigned.

Admission Criteria
Applicants who have earned, or will have earned, a bachelor’s or master’s
degree at a regionally accredited college or university in the United States,
or the equivalent of such degrees in another country, will be considered
for admission. Prospective students may apply for admission during or
after the final year of undergraduate study, but must submit the official
baccalaureate degree transcript/course-by-course transcript evaluation to
the Office of Graduate Studies before the end of the first year of enrollment.

Special Note: International students with a three-year degree are referred
to the program in which they wish to pursue graduate studies to determine
possible additional coursework. They can be considered for graduate
admission, but admission is at the discretion of the individual departments/
schools.

The decision to admit an applicant to a program is based primarily on a
combination of the following criteria according to the requirements of the
specific program:

• Quality of previous undergraduate and graduate work. The Graduate
College requires a minimum “B” average (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) in a
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program of study resulting in the award of a baccalaureate degree
from a regionally accredited college or university. Applicants who
have earned a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.7 on a 4.0 scale can be
considered for provisional admission. If an applicant has studied at the
graduate level and performed satisfactorily, less weight may, but not
necessarily, be placed on the quality of the undergraduate academic
record. Some programs require a higher minimum grade point average
for admission.

• Strength of letters of recommendation from persons competent to judge
the applicant’s probable success in graduate school. These letters are
usually from the applicant’s former professors who are able to give an
in-depth evaluation of the applicant’s strengths and weaknesses with
respect to academic work. Additional recommendations may come from
employers or supervisors who are familiar with the applicant’s work
experience.

• Official scores on required aptitude or advanced knowledge
examination(s).

• All applicants to Graduate Studies at UNO whose language
of nurture is not English must present a score on the Test of
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), the International English
Language Testing System (IELTS), the Pearson Test of English (PTE),
or Duolingo.

• Automatic waivers from this policy are granted for persons who
have received a baccalaureate or other advanced degree from
an institution in the United States. 

• The TOEFL/IELTS/PTE/Duolingo requirement will also be
waived for applicants who have received or will be receiving a
baccalaureate or other advanced degree from a pre-determined
country on the waiver list (https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-
graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php). 

• The UNO Graduate Council has set a minimum score for
admission to graduate studies, which can be found on our
Entrance Exams (https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-
studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php) webpage. Individual
programs may require higher scores as noted on their program
page. 

• Statement by the applicant of academic career objectives and their
relation to the intended program of study. These statements help the
department/school identify students whose goals are consistent with its
objectives.

• Other evidence of graduate potential. Some programs require other
evidence of graduate potential, such as a portfolio of creative work,
completion of specialized examinations, or personal interviews.

Special Note:

• If a currently enrolled graduate student is admitted to a graduate
program prior to receipt of their final grades for the current semester,
the program may re-evaluate its admission decision if the student
receives a grade of “C-“ or lower in any coursework (undergraduate or
graduate) for that semester.

• Notification of acceptance by a department/school graduate program
committee or faculty member is advisory only.  Admission is granted
solely by the dean for Graduate Studies.

Record Maintenance and Disposition
All records, including academic records from other institutions, become
part of the official file and can neither be returned nor duplicated for any
purpose. Students may wish to obtain an additional copy of their official
credentials to keep in their possession for advisory purposes or for other
personal requirements. Transcripts provided to the university in support of
a graduate application will be maintained for two years if the student does
not enroll into the program to which they applied.

Admission to the Graduate
College
Responsibility for admitting applicants to graduate programs rests
with the dean for Graduate Studies. Academic departments/schools
review admission applications and credentials and make admission
recommendations to the dean. The standards maintained by the Graduate
College and individual departments/schools are applied to ensure that
applicants admitted to the university are well qualified for graduate study
and have a reasonable expectation of successfully completing a graduate
program. Standards for admission to doctoral degree programs are
generally higher than those for admission to master’s degree programs. In
many degree programs, the number of applications received from qualified
applicants for graduate study exceeds the number of applicants who can
be accommodated. In such cases, only the most highly qualified are offered
admission. The number of spaces available in various departments/schools
is limited according to the availability of faculty and resources.

Categories of Admission
Unconditional Admission status may be granted to applicants
considered fully qualified to undertake the program to which they were
admitted. An applicant must have a baccalaureate degree from a regionally
accredited institution with a minimum "B" average (3.0 on a 4.0 scale).
Other qualifications might include, but are not limited to academic
foundation requirements, an interview, area of subject tests, advanced
tests, a portfolio or performance, grade point average, and/or letters of
recommendation.

Provisional Admission status may be granted to applicants who have not
met all of the conditions for unconditional admission. Departments/schools
and/or the dean for Graduate Studies may impose certain requirements
which must be fulfilled by the student in order to maintain this status.

• Provisional admission may be granted to an applicant who has less
than a "B" average (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) in the undergraduate work
in the proposed graduate major and minor (but in no case less than
a 2.7 GPA). This admission may be granted for reasons of maturity,
experience, or other circumstances under which the student may be
deemed capable of high quality graduate study.

• Provisional admission remains in effect until the student has earned
at least a grade of "B" (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) in each course involved in
the first 12 hours of graduate study. The provisions are noted in the
degree audit system for reference.

• Provisional admission may occasionally be granted to an applicant who
has graduated from an unaccredited institution. Unconditional status
may be attained upon completion of 12 hours of graduate courses with
a "B" (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) average, providing all other requirements are
met.

• Provisional admission may occasionally be granted to seniors at UNO
needing no more than nine hours of undergraduate credit to complete
their baccalaureate degree and wishing to register for graduate credit,
subject to their receiving a baccalaureate degree within the 12-month
period immediately following such registration. They must, however,
apply for admission to graduate studies and, if admitted, they should
register as graduate students. Graduate coursework taken prior to
receipt of the baccalaureate degree may not always be accepted for
transfer to other institutions, as graduate work, or for completion of
degree requirements at UNO.

Provisional status will continue until provisions of admission are fulfilled or
changed by the recommendation of the graduate program committee and
approved by the dean for Graduate Studies.

Graduate Certificate Programs
• Students must be enrolled in a graduate degree-seeking program in

addition to a graduate certificate in order to be eligible for financial aid.

https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php
https://www.unomaha.edu/office-of-graduate-studies/admissions/entrance-exams.php


Admissions 3

Being enrolled in only a graduate certificate program does not make
you eligible for financial aid. 

Unclassified Admission
Unclassified admission is available in limited departments/schools for
students who:

• Are taking courses for professional growth or personal interest, but do
not intend to pursue an advanced degree.

• Are enrolled in a graduate degree program at another institution and
wish to transfer credits earned at UNO.

• Are working toward certification, additional endorsement, or renewal of
certification in professional education.

Applicants applying for the unclassified category are not automatically
entitled to this status upon application. The department/school reviews
applications and the applicant may be turned down for this category, as
with other categories of admission. International students on F1 visas,
except graduate visiting students, are not eligible to enroll as unclassified
students. Applicants admitted as unclassified are not eligible for
financial aid.

Special Note: Successful completion of graduate courses as an unclassified
student does not obligate a department/school to accept those courses for
credit toward the fulfillment of degree requirements. Students who enroll
under the unclassified designation and subsequently decide they wish to
pursue a graduate degree must submit a new application, non-refundable
application fee, and other required documents. Students must also consult
with their advisor and the chair of the graduate program committee. If
admission to the degree program is recommended, the department/school
will advise the Office of Graduate Studies of the decision and the credits to
be accepted toward the degree.

Non-Degree Admission
Verified Non-Degree Admission Status
Verified non-degree admission status may be available for an individual
with an undergraduate or graduate degree from a regionally accredited
institution who is not seeking a graduate degree from UNO. Applicants
applying for the verified non-degree admission status need only submit an
application for admission, the required application fee, and official degree
transcript. A cumulative GPA of at least a 2.7 is also required.

Limited Express Non-Degree Admission Status
Limited express non-degree admission status allows students to register
for classes without waiting for the Office of Graduate Studies to receive
official transcripts. Applicants applying for the limited express non-degree
admission status need only submit an application for admission and the
required application fee. Applicants requesting limited express non-degree
admission will be eligible to register for one term only. The admission
may be extended beyond one term only upon receipt of an official degree
transcript with a cumulative GPA of at least a 2.7 on a 4.0 scale.

• UNO does not allow intercampus registration for non-degree students
who are admitted under the Limited Express category. Non-degree
students are not eligible for financial aid. Advisors are not
assigned to non-degree students.

Non-Degree students are advised to consult with the appropriate
department/school concerning class availability and prerequisites before
attempting to register. Because of limited class size and resources, certain
academic units may limit the enrollment of non-degree students. To
determine whether a non-degree student is allowed to enroll in a graduate
course, please check the course descriptions listed on the Class Search
(https://www.unomaha.edu/registrar/students/before-you-enroll/class-
search/).

Admission to a degree program, or to unclassified admission from
non-degree status is not guaranteed. Graduate-level hours taken as a non-

degree graduate student prior to admission into a master's degree program
may be included in the program of study at the discretion of the major
department/school and the graduate dean. Students changing from non-
degree status may also be required to take certain prerequisite courses by
the major department/school and the dean for Graduate Studies.

International students on F1 visas, except graduate visiting students,
are not eligible to enroll under non-degree status. Non-degree students
must maintain the same academic standards as degree-seeking students or
unclassified students.

Students dismissed from a graduate program who then re-apply as
non-degree students may only do so if they request and receive permission
in accordance with departmental/school graduate program policy to enroll
as a non-degree student.
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