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URBAN STUDIES, MS
School of Public Administration, College of Public Affairs &
Community Service

Vision Statement
Our graduates are social entrepreneurs, urban thinkers and agents of
change. The Master of Science in urban studies is the degree for individuals
desiring to make a difference in urban areas. UNO's urban studies program
is a professional degree that trains leaders to critically analyze urban
problems and engage residents in the creation of innovative solutions to
conditions in the human community, built environment and natural systems.

Program Contact Information
Barbara Hewins-Maroney, PhD, Graduate Program Chair (GPC)
123 College of Public Affairs & Community Service (CPACS)
402.554.4953
bhewinsm@unomaha.edu

Meagan VanGelder, EdD, Senior Advisor
111 College of Public Affairs & Community Service (CPACS) 
402.554.3480
mvangelder@unomaha.edu (cmosley@unomaha.edu)

Program Website (https://www.unomaha.edu/
college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/
public-administration/academics/msus.php)
Other Program Related Information
Fast Track Program
The Master of Science in urban studies program has developed a Fast
Track program for highly qualified and motivated students providing the
opportunity to complete a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in
an accelerated time frame. With Fast Track, students may count up to 9
graduate hours toward the completion of their undergraduate program as
well as the graduate degree program.

Program Specifics:

• This program is available for undergraduate students pursuing any of
the following who wish to pursue a MS in urban studies:

• BS in emergency management

• BS in black studies

• Bachelor of Multidisciplinary Studies.

• Students must be within at least 30 undergraduate credits yet to
complete their undergraduate degree. Exceptional students who do not
meet this requirement may be considered.

• Students must have a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.5.

• .Students must complete the Fast Track Approval form and obtain all
signatures and submit to the Office of Graduate Studies prior to first
enrollment in a graduate course

• Students will work with their undergraduate advisor to register for the
graduate courses.

• Students must consult with the urban studies advisor prior to
enrollment in one of the courses listed below.

• A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.5 is required to remain in good
standing.

• Students remain undergraduates until they meet all the requirements
for the undergraduate degree and are eligible for all rights and
privileges granted undergraduate status including financial aid.

• Near the end of the undergraduate program, formal application to
the MS in urban studies program is required. The application fee will
be waived, the applicant will need to contact the Office of Graduate
Studies for a fee waiver code.

• Admission to Fast Track does NOT guarantee admission to the
graduate program. 

• For this program, if students maintain at least a grade of B+ in
courses taken, they will be recommended for admission to the MS in
urban studies.

• The admit term must be after the completion term of the
undergraduate degree.

The following courses may be taken under the Fast Track program

·        BLST 8886:Seminar on Black Leadership

·        UBNS 8000:Seminar in Urban Studies

·        UBNS 8060:Introduction to Urban Planning

·        UBNS 8020:Race, Ethnicity and American Urban Culture**

·        UBNS 8200:Community Organizing and Development**

                ·        PA 8010:The Public Economy (Must have completed or be
concurrently enrolled in UBNS 8000)

Admissions
General Application Requirements and Admission Criteria (http://
catalog.unomaha.edu/graduate/admission/)

Program-Specific Requirements
Application Deadlines (Spring 2024, Summer 2024,
and Fall 2024)
Applications for this program are accepted on a rolling basis. All materials
must be submitted prior to the beginning of the semester in which the
student has elected to begin coursework.

Other Requirements
• The general prerequisite for admission to the urban studies program

is a four-year bachelors’ degree with a minimum grade point average
of 3.0 in the junior and senior years combined (last 50-60 credit
hours). Under extenuating circumstances an average below 3.0 will be
considered.

• English Language Proficiency: Applicants are required to have
a command of oral and written English. Those who do not hold a
baccalaureate or other advanced degree from the United States, OR a
baccalaureate or other advanced degree from a pre-determined country
on the waiver list, must meet the minimum language proficiency score
requirement in order to be considered for admission.

• Internet-based TOEFL: 80, IELTS: 6.5, PTE: 53, Duolingo: 110 

• Statement of Purpose: A two-page typed essay on how the MS in
urban studies will further the applicant’s career objectives must be
included with the application for admission

• Resume

• Letters of Recommendation: Two letters of recommendation are
required

Degree Requirements
Code Title Credits

Required Courses

UBNS 8000/
GEOG 8830

SEMINAR IN URBAN STUDIES 3

PA 8120 ANALYSIS AND DECISION MAKING 3

PA 8010 THE PUBLIC ECONOMY 3

UBNS/BLST 8020 RACE, ETHNICITY, AND AMERICAN
CULTURE
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GEOG 8056 GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS I 4

UBNS 8200 COMMUNITY ORGANIZING & SOCIAL
CHANGE

3

Electives

Urban studies (UBNS) is an interdisciplinary field. The UBNS
strives to expose students to courses taught by faculty in the
School of Public Administration who have expertise in urban
studies, as well as faculty in other academic units. Students
select five elective courses with the approval of the UBNS
chair from the following list based on interests in the human
community, built environment or natural systems. This is subject
to change depending on course availability, and prospective as
well as current students should check the program's website
periodically for updates approved by the director of urban
studies. Electives are intended to give students knowledge and
skills that prepare them to manage projects and organizations.
Electives currently include, but are not limited to the following:

15

PA 8030 INTERNSHIP IN PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION (Students who have
not had at least two years full-time
professional experience in the public
or nonprofit sector (experience must
have been in the sector of the student’s
primary future career interest) are highly
encouraged to complete an internship.
The internship is taken following
completion of preparatory coursework as
determined by the director of the urban
studies program.)

CACT 8326 ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY AND
HUMAN HEALTH

ENVN/CACT 8316 OUR ENERGY FUTURE: SOCIETY, THE
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY

GEOG 8126 URBAN GEOGRAPHY

GEOG 8166 URBAN SUSTAINABILITY

GEOG 8210 SEMINAR IN CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY

GEOG/GEOL 8616 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND
ASSESSMENT

PHHB 8360 COMMUNITY HEALTH

PSCI 8015 URBAN POLITICS

PA 8436 MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION

PA/BIOL/GEOG
8826

INTRODUCTION TO ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW & REGULATIONS

PA/AVN 8896 SPECIAL TOPICS PUBLIC ADMIN

SOC 8100 SOCIAL INEQUALITY

SOC 8146 URBAN SOCIOLOGY

SOC 8200 HEALTH & SOCIETY

SOC 8746 SOCIAL JUSTICE AND SOCIAL CHANGE

UBNS 8400 URBAN LEADERSHIP

UBNS 8060 INTRODUCTION TO URBAN PLANNING

UBNS 8500 URBAN POLICY

UBNS 8820 COMPARATIVE URBAN STUDIES

Exit Requirement

PA 8990 CAPSTONE PROJECT IN PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION

3

Total Credits 37

Internship
Students who have not had at least two years full-time professional
experience in the public or nonprofit sector (experience must have been in
the sector of the student’s primary future career interest) are encouraged to
complete an internship. The internship may be given as a supervised course

of three credit hours as part of the 37 hours required in the urban studies
program. The internship is taken following completion of preparatory
coursework as determined by the director of the urban studies program.


