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LATINO/LATIN
AMERICAN STUDIES
(LLS)
Latino/Latin American Studies (LLS) is an interdisciplinary academic
program that seeks to combine academic excellence with real-world
engagement in order to enhance our understanding of Latinos in the United
States and Latin American societies, and prepare students to be well-
informed and active critical thinkers in an increasingly multicultural and
transnational United States.

Our program prepares undergraduate students for a wide variety of
career options. A major in Latino/Latin American Studies (LLS) or a minor
in Chicano/Latino Studies (CLS) are particularly useful to those students
planning a career in public service, non-profits, education, law, health,
counseling, and business. LLS offers student research, a variety of national
and international learning experiences, and internship opportunities which
help prepare them for their chosen careers and graduate school.

The bookend of the LLS curriculum is the Senior Capstone. In this course,
students need to complete an internship in a relevant community
organization, in any of the areas of the Office of Latino/Latin American
Studies (OLLAS, where the academic programs are housed), or as a
research assistant for an OLLAS faculty member. Students also will develop
a portfolio that will prepare them to enter the labor market with an in-depth
knowledge of the Latino experience in the Midwest and the United States
and in Latin America.

The LLS curriculum includes courses from programs such as foreign
languages (Spanish), Political Sciences, History, International Studies,
and Sociology/Anthropology making it very simple for students to obtain
double majors with these and/or other programs through strategic
overlapping of course requirements for both programs. Examples of
programs and the maximum amount of allowable credit overlapping are
below. Students interested in these or other program combinations will need
to work closely with their programmatic advisor(s).

• Double Major in LLS and International Studies. Students enrolled in the
Area Studies Concentration can count up to 18 LLS credits in approved
coursework toward the 33 required credits for the International Studies
major.

• Double Major in LLS and Sociology: Students can count between 9 and
12 LLS credits in approved coursework towards the 33 credits required
credits for the Sociology major.

• Double Major in LLS and Political Science: Students can count between
9 and 12 LLS credits in approved coursework towards the 33 required
credits for the Political Science major.

• Double Major in LLS and Foreign Languages & Literature (Spanish
concentration): Students can count up to 12 LLS credits in approved
coursework towards the 30 required credits for the Foreign Languages
& Literature major with a Spanish concentration. 

Other Information
The LLS major and the CLS Minorare housed in the Office of Latino/Latin American Studies (https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/ollas/) (OLLAS).OLLAS is a bilingual andinterdisciplinary programestablished in 2003. OLLAS is theonly specialized unit within theUniversity of Nebraska Systemfocused on education, research,

and community engagement ofLatinos in the Midwest and onthe interconnections betweenNebraska, the Midwest Region,and Latin America. Our maingoals are to 1) create learningopportunities for students andcommunities beyond the classroomand across borders, 2) developpolicy-oriented and community-relevant research, and 3) establishstrategic and egalitarian communitypartnerships to strengthen ourcapacity to address local and globalconcerns. In accomplishing thesegoals, we seek to assist Nebraskaand the Great Plains region, as wellas the growing Latino population,in reaching a shared prosperouspresent and future in a context ofcultural understanding, respectof differences, and promotion ofhuman rights.
LLS majors and minors are invitedto join our OLLAS LearningCommunity, volunteer in ourmultiple community events, anddevelop networks and collaborationswith other students, with closeto thirty OLLAS faculty (https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/ollas/about-us/directory/) from many UNOdepartments and from UNMC, andwith community organizations andtheir leaders.
All coursework taken for the LLSmajor or CLS minor must becompleted with a grade of "C-" orbetter.
Although the Office of Latino/LatinAmerican Studies (OLLAS) doesnot yet offer a graduate degree, itdoes offer a number of graduatecourses. Students pursuing graduateprograms in other colleges anddepartments are encouraged toconcentrate on Latinos or LatinAmerica and take advantage ofLatino/Latin American Studiescourse offerings.

Contact
Office of Latino/Latin American Studies (OLLAS)
102 ASH
402.554.3835

Email
unoollas@unomaha.edu
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Website (http://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences/
ollas/)

Degrees Offered 
• Latino/Latin American Studies, Bachelor of Arts (http://

catalog.unomaha.edu/undergraduate/college-arts-sciences/latino-latin-
american-studies/latino-latin-american-studies-ba/)

Writing in the Discipline
All students are required to take a Writing in the Discipline course within
their major. For the LLS major, this is LLS 4990 or a 4000-level LLS course
approved by the OLLAS advisors. Three hours are earned through the
completion of the senior capstone portfolio or by writing a research-based
paper in an upper-level LLS course, fulfilling the departmental writing
course requirement (three hours).

Minors Offered
• Chicano/Latino Studies Minor (http://catalog.unomaha.edu/

undergraduate/college-arts-sciences/latino-latin-american-studies/
chicano-latino-studies-minor/)

Our major uses an interdisciplinary approach to prepare our students
for multiple careers that require a cultural, historical, social, and political
grounded knowledge of Latinos in the United States and the Latin American
region. In an ever-changing world, our program prepares critical thinkers,
researchers, and practitioners, ready to engage with the fastest-growing
minority in the United States and with a world region of historical relevance
to the nation.

Among other areas, our majors are well prepared to work in:

• Community-based non-profit organizations

• Private small business with interests in the Latino community

• Large companies in areas of diversity training and company/community
relations

• Large private foundations

• Schools

• Law offices

• Local, state, and federal government

• Hospitals

Our students are also well prepared to continue graduate and professional
programs in the social sciences and the humanities, including sociology,
political sciences, history, public health, social work, and law among
others. In addition, when chosen as a complementary major, we provide an
excellent set of tools to those pursuing careers in education, the arts, local
and international business, diplomacy, medical sciences, technology design,
and government to name a few.

LLS 1000  LATIN AMERICA: AN INTRODUCTION (3 credits)
The course introduces the students to the study of Latin America. Its main
focus is on contemporary Latin American societies and regional dynamics,
but historical forces and the impact of globalization are continuously
evaluated. Students will learn about the region's dominant forces and
trends associated with development policies, political regimes, population
changes, urbanization, and a whole host of social problems, challenges
and perspectives. Topics for readings, discussions and assignments include
social inequality, gender, race, violence, the environment, food, health,
education, social media, religion, emigration and international relations.
Students will have opportunities to explore in more depth specific topics as
well.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course and Social Science
General Education course

LLS 1010  INTRO TO CHICANO-LATINO STUDIES: SOCIAL SCIENCES
(3 credits)
The course introduces the students to key social, political, economic, and
cultural issues related to the Latino experience in the U.S., and it utilizes
conceptual, analytical, and methodological tools from the social sciences in
order to promote their understanding.
Distribution: Social Science General Education course and U.S. Diversity
General Education course

LLS 1020  INTRODUCTION TO CHICANO-LATINO STUDIES:
HUMANITIES (3 credits)
The course introduces students to intellectual, artistic, literary, musical, and
other cultural traditions and contributions of Chicanos Latinos in the U.S.
and in their historical crossing of real and imaginary borders. The unique
contributions of different racial, ethnic, gender, and other social groups
within the Latino population are discussed.
Distribution: U.S. Diversity General Education course and Humanities and
Fine Arts General Education course

LLS 2480  HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA: PRECONQUEST TO THE
PRESENT (3 credits)
A history of the nations of Latin America from the pre-Columbian indigenous
cultures to the present time. Among the topics included will be the nature of
indigenous cultures, the various European incursions, regional revolutions
against European empires, nation-building, and the place of Latin America
in global history. (Cross-listed with HIST 2480).
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course and Humanities
and Fine Arts General Education course

LLS 2800  SPECIAL TOPICS IN LATINO/LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES:
HUMANITIES (3 credits)
An interdisciplinary topical approach that explores various aspects
of Latino/Latin American Studies. Selected topics will be suitable for
examination from an inter- and multidisciplinary humanities perspective
(literature, visual and performance arts, music, religion, history,
philosophy). Topics and disciplines will vary from term to term. Course
description will be announced in advance. Repeatable up to six credits if
content differs.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course and Humanities
and Fine Arts General Education course

LLS 2810  MUSIC IN LATIN AMERICAN CULTURE (3 credits)
This course surveys musical traditions from countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean. Characteristic regional genres, ensembles, instruments, and
music rituals will be examined. We will also trace the historical, cultural,
and socio-political aspects of Latin American music on a global scale, and
delve into the developments of some international musical genres.
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Student must have taken LLS 1000 and/
or HIST 2480, or permission of the instructor.

LLS 2900  SPECIAL TOPICS IN LATINO/LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES:
SOCIAL SCIENCES (3 credits)
The course introduces students to in-depth examinations of novel topics
related to Latin American societies, U.S. Latinos and migrants. The courses
draw from varying combinations of social sciences (sociology, anthropology,
political science, psychology, law, economics and international studies).
Topics vary from term to term and examples include: Immigration Laws
and Latinos across the Americas, Violence and human security in Central
America. Repeatable up to nine credits if content differs.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course
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LLS 3050  LATIN AMERICA IN CONTEXT: HEALTH, BUSINESS,
ENVIRONMENT, AND SOCIETY THROUGH ORAL PRACTICE (3 credits)
This course focuses on the development and intensive practice of oral
expression in Spanish, and is intended for students interested in the fields
of business, health, education, environmental sciences, social work, and
cultural studies, who are either heritage speakers of Spanish or who are
completing a major/minor in Spanish. The class provides a broad context
of current relevant issues in Latin America, including politics and society;
the state of the economy after decades of neoliberalism; racism; indigenous
and Afro-descendent identities; domestic and gender violence; health
and disabilities; adult, youth, & child immigration; and ecology and the
environment. (Cross-listed with SPAN 3050).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): SPAN 3010 or SPAN 3030 & SPAN 3040

LLS 3140  LATINO/-A POLITICS (3 credits)
This course introduces students to the dynamism and growth of the role
of Latinos, as a group of political actors, in the United States. This course
provides students with an exposure to and understanding of various
concepts and dimensions of this phenomenon, including historical and
contemporary Latino political thought and the efforts to increase political
empowerment (representation and participation) and influence through
grassroots, social, and political movements. (Cross-listed with PSCI 8145,
PSCI 3140, LLS 8145)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): PSCI 1100 is recommended.
Distribution: U.S. Diversity General Education course

LLS 3420  LATIN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION (3 credits)
What do we know about Latin American culture, geography, politics and
languages? How has Latin America been imagined from the United States?
Does it make sense to think of Latin America as one space brought together
by a similar history or is it better to imagine it as twenty particular countries
with intersecting pasts and futures? This course will attempt to answer
these questions by introducing you to a number of key topics and debates
common to contemporary Latin American culture, including issues such
as democracy, class, race/ethnicity, gender/sexuality, religion, family and
globalization. (Cross-listed with SPAN 3420).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): SPAN 3030, SPAN 3040, SPAN 3060.

LLS 3510  IMMIGRATION LAW AND LATINOS (3 credits)
This course provides an overview of the U.S. Immigration laws with an
emphasis on Latino migration. In analyzing Latino migration, we will look
at the push and pull factors of migration, the channels available for lawful
migration, and the impact immigrants have in our society. (Cross-listed with
PSCI 3510).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Must have taken at least one social
science course as well as a different LLS course, junior standing or above, or
permission of the instructor.

LLS 3680  GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF LATIN AMERICA (3
credits)
This course introduces students to the political institutions, processes, and
public policies of the states of Latin America. (Cross-listed with LLS 8685,
PSCI 3680, PSCI 8685)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): PSCI 2500 or junior status or permission
of instructor.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course

LLS 3800  TOPICS IN LATINO/LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES:
HUMANITIES (3 credits)
An interdisciplinary topical approach that explores various aspects of
Latino/Latin American humanistic expressions. Selected topics will be
suitable for examination from an inter and multidisciplinary humanities
perspective (literature, visual and performing arts, history, music, religion,
and philosophy). Topics and disciplines will vary from term to term.
Repeatable up to six credits if content differs.
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Junior standing or permission of the
instructor

LLS 3900  TOPICS IN LATINO/LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES: SOCIAL
SCIENCES (3 credits)
A discussion-led course on current and evolving issues and questions
related to Latin American societies, U.S. Latinos, and migrants. The courses
draw from varying combinations of social sciences (sociology, anthropology,
political science, psychology, law, economics, and international studies).
Topics fall within the social sciences and vary from term to term and
examples include Immigration Laws and Latinos across the Americas,
Violence and human security in Central America, among others. The course
may also include service-learning assignments when appropriate.
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): A social science course.

LLS 4140  INTRODUCTION TO LATIN AMERICAN FILM (3 credits)
The course will be a thematic study of significant Latin American films
emphasizing and further investigating their relationship to history, culture,
society and political issues that have often given rise to social movements.
Films from a variety of Spanish-speaking countries including Mexico,
Argentina, Chile, Cuba, Bolivia, etc. will be studied in their socio-political
context. At the 8146 level, students will be introduced to theoretical
approaches such as early film theory, montage theory, feminist theory,
race theory, and phenomenological film theory in order to deepen their
understanding these themes. (Cross-listed with SPAN 8146, SPAN 4140).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): SPAN 3030 or SPAN 3010, SPAN 3040 or
SPAN 3020, SPAN 3060

LLS 4170  INTRODUCTION TO LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURES (3
credits)
The course is intended as an introduction to the study of canonical and
non-canonical texts in Latin American literatures, from the 16th to 21st
centuries. It seeks to acquaint students with the rich literary traditions of
a large region, from South America to Central America and Mexico, as
well as with the historical challenges posed by the salient heterogeneity
of texts included in the Latin American corpus, from the standpoint of
ethnicity, gender, social class, and literary genre. The course also focuses
on continuing to develop Spanish language skills, specifically reading for
comprehension and interpretation of metaphorical meaning, writing, and
presentational speaking skills in Spanish. (Cross-listed with SPAN 8176,
SPAN 4170).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): SPAN 3030, SPAN 3040; or SPAN 3010,
SPAN 3020; SPAN 3060.

LLS 4240  SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA (3
credits)
The course reviews the main social, economic, and political forces that
have shaped Latin American societies, and the sociological theories used
to understand Latin American development and underdevelopment.
Race, ethnicity, gender and class in Latin America, as well as the region's
position in the global economy are examined. (Cross-listed with SOC 8246,
SOC 4240, LLS 8246).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Must have taken at least one social
science course as well as a different LLS course, junior standing or above, or
permission of the instructor.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course
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LLS 4250  CRISSCROSSING THE CONTINENT: LATIN AMERICAN
MIGRATIONS (3 credits)
In this course we will use an interdisciplinary lens to study the changes and
continuities of migration in the Americas. The course starts with an overview
of immigration to the Americas during the first era of mass migration
(1850-1920) to explore the relevance of European migrations for national
and identity constructions in the Southern Cone of America. Students
then will be introduced to the impacts of social and political change on
emigration flows, both regionally and beyond the region. They will also
explore migration related policies at the national and regional level. We
will also study the changes and continuities in the migration system of the
Americas. Lastly, we will analyze the new North-South migration, as well as
immigration to Latin America from Asia (recent and historical), Europe, and
Africa. (Cross-listed with SOC 4250, SOC 8256, LLS 8256).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Must have taken at least one social
science course as well as a different LLS course, junior standing or above, or
permission of the instructor.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course

LLS 4280  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF LATIN AMERICA (3
credits)
Analysis of the role of Latin American states in the international political
arena. Emphasis upon developing, applying and testing an explanatory
theory of international politics through the study of the inter-American
system: the regional, institutional and ideological environment, power
relations, policies and contemporary problems. (This course fulfills the
department's international politics requirement). (Cross-listed with
LLS 8286, PSCI 4280, PSCI 8286)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): PSCI 2500 or junior standing or
permission of the instructor.
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course

LLS 4650  SLAVERY AND RACE RELATIONS IN THE AMERICAS (3
credits)
Slavery and Race Relations in the Americas examines the historical
relationship between the trans-Atlantic slave trade and American race
relations, connecting the enslavement of Africans in the Americas to race
relations in the Caribbean, Latin America, and the United States. (Cross-
listed with BLST 8656, BLST 4650, HIST 8076, HIST 4070, LLS 8656).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): LLS 1000, junior standing, or instructor
permission

LLS 4780  URBAN LATIN AMERICA (3 credits)
This course examines the experience of Latin American urbanization,
attending to its contributions to urban sociology, social movements,
and policymaking. Topics include urban transitions (e.g. pre-Hispanic to
colonial, post-colonial to industrial, and the neoliberal turn), socio-spatial
configurations (e.g. plazas, squatter settlements), urban marginality
debates, urban politics, and planning as well as governance innovations
(e.g. bus rapid transit systems, participatory budgeting). Students will
compare city case studies across the region and to urban life in the United
States. (Cross-listed with SOC 4780, SOC 8786, LLS 8786).
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Must have taken at least one social
science course as well as a different LLS course, junior standing or above, or
permission of the instructor
Distribution: Global Diversity General Education course

LLS 4900  INDEPENDENT STUDY (3 credits)
This course is designed for those students who are capable of pursuing,
independently, an area of Latino/Latin American Studies that is not covered
under the existing curriculum. The student will be supervised by a member
of the faculty of the LLS department. All course assignments, requirements,
and expectations will be clearly indicated in advance. May be repeated for
credit, up to six hours, under a different topic.
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Permission of LLS faculty member
required.

LLS 4910  CONTEMPORARY TOPICS IN LLS: SOCIAL SCIENCES (3
credits)
This is a discussion-led course on current and evolving issues and questions
pertaining to the Latino and Latin American immigrant population in the
United States and its transnational ties to Latin America and the Caribbean.
Topics fall within the social sciences. The course may also include service-
learning assignments when appropriate. (Cross-listed with LLS 8916.)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Must have taken at least one social
science course as well as a different LLS course, junior standing or above
and/or permission of the instructor.

LLS 4920  CONTEMPORARY TOPICS IN LLS:HUMANITIES (3 credits)
This course is an interdisciplinary topical approach that explores various
aspects of Latino/Latin American Studies. Selected topics will be suitable for
examination from the perspective of the humanities (literature, art, dance,
music, theatre, and philosophy topics). Topics and disciplines will vary from
term to term. Course description will be announced in advance. Repeatable
up to nine credits if content differs. (Cross-listed with LLS 8926.)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): One humanities and one LLS course and
junior standing or permission of the instructor.

LLS 4950  LATIN AMERICAN STUDY ABROAD (3 credits)
This course is designed as an international study abroad course that will
introduce undergraduate and graduate students to the dynamism of socio-
cultural, economic, and political changes taking place across Latin America.
Note: International travel and special fees required. (Cross-listed with
LLS 8956)
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Senior standing or Junior standing with
permission of the department. LLS 1000 or LLS 1010 or equivalent and
departmental permission.

LLS 4990  LATINO/LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES CAPSTONE (3 credits)
This is the final course in the LLS major. As such it is a writing-intensive
course for students majoring in Latino/Latin American Studies. The purpose
of this course is to allow students to integrate their course experiences into
an activity that reflects the cumulative knowledge gained from their class
instruction. Students will have to complete three activities: 1. Develop an
e-portfolio. 2. Participate in an internship 3. Write a report and prepare a
poster presentation in direct relation to the internship.
Prerequisite(s)/Corequisite(s): Senior standing (or students in junior
standing with permission from the instructor) and LLS 1000, LLS 1010
or 1020, and a research methods course approved for LLS credit, and
ENGL 1160 or equivalent. Not open to non-degree graduate students.


